The Real Value of

Learning to Obey
Children need to learn to obey, but
not just to make their parents' lives
easier. We don't teach kids to obey
merely for our own convenience. We
teach obedience because hidden
within that character quality are a
number of principles that will help
children to be successful as they get
older.

When children learn obedience, they
learn to think about others. They
learn to be a little less selfish. They
learn to consider what other people
want and how to please them. They
learn to submit to authority.

Obedience involves learning to do
what you're asked even when you
think you have a better way. The
person who has learned obedience
knows how to listen to an instruc-
tion, how to follow through without
being watched, and how to check
back when the job is done.

The children who learn obedience
when they're young will make better
employees when they get older.
Furthermore, they will be happier
and enjoy life more.

We're not talking about blind obedi-
ence here. We want our children to
learn to evaluate instructions; but
evaluating instructions is an ad-
vanced skill. First children must
learn cooperation; otherwise they
end up believing that every time
they don't like a request, they are
justified to resist it. These children
remain selfish and grow up to be
whiners and complainers, not able to
receive an instruction without an
argument.

God knew what he was doing when
he gave the instruction to children to
"obey your parents." He knew that
learning obedience when they are
young would pay off greatly as they
get older.

Parenting Tip O View Disobedience as Danger
Not too long ago we were teaching a parenting seminar
in Arizona in a local hotel. Just before it started the pas-
tor was in a panic because he couldn't find his toddler.
He ran to the swimming pool, checked the parking lot
and looked around the building before coming back in-
side to find her asleep on a friend's lap. What relief!

When you see your child in imminent danger, then
you're motivated to do something about it. You wouldn't
say, "I'll finish talking to this person and then go out and
get her." No, you know the danger and you respond.

In the same way, allowing children to get away with
misbehavior is dangerous to their future and to their
character. Our children are in danger when we let them
continue to disobey or continue to act foolishly or
irresponsibly. When we begin to see the danger our
children are in, we are more likely to respond to them.
We need to see our disciplining of them as rescuing
them from danger.

We hear about strong  -willed children. Those are children
who are hard to work with because of their determina-

tion. They have a persistence that tests any parent's

desire for cooperation. What we need is to be strong -
willed parents, not in a bad sense of being stubborn or
obstinate, but parents who are determined to hang in

there in the midst of the struggle.

Recognize the danger of disobedience and take firm
action. You will rescue your child from many of the
pitfalls of life.

Teaching Obedience
(idea from the Parenting Matters portion of the
Virtue Pack CD)

Make it a game: For younger kids, help
1 them learn to come the first time they are

| called. Tell them you are going to play a

' game and that you will time them to see

! how quickly they can get to you when you

1 call their name. First, do it in the same

; room (close by then further away). Then

' send them off to play and do it again sev-

! eral times. Be sure to have some rewards

1 ready!
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